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On October 9, 2017, Prof. hab. A. Szujecki, PhD, one
of the greatest scholars in the field of forestry, faunis-
tics, entomology and ecology, passed away in Warsaw
at the age of 88. The professor was a full member of
the Polish Academy of Sciences and an honorary doc-
tor of the Warsaw University of Life Sciences (WULS-
-SGGW), and Agricultural University in Poznan
(Poznan University of Life Sciences). A man who has
significantly influenced the Polish forestry by support-
ing pro-ecological, multifunctional and sustainable
forestry.

He was born on July 31, 1929 in Stawiska, in the
Kolno district of Poland. He began his education at
the Primary School in Lviv, present Ukraine. After the
invasion of the Soviet army, his father was arrested,
and he and his mother were deported to Kazakhstan in
1940. In August 1942, he was evacuated with the army
of General Wiladystaw Anders to Iran, where he stayed
until 1944. He spent the period 1944—-1947 in Polish
settlements in India (present Karachi, Pakistan), and
later Northern Rhodesia (present Lusaka, Zambia),
where he graduated from the third class of the second-
ary school. He returned to Poland in 1947 and after
a two-year study at the gymnasium and general sec-
ondary school in Ostrow Mazowiecka, he completed
a general secondary school final exam in 1949, as an
extern at the A. Mickiewicz General Secondary School
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in Warsaw. Then, he enrolled in the Faculty of Forest-
ry at SGGW, where in 1953 he received a diploma for
Master’s thesis on forest protection and entomology,
under Prof. Marian Nunberg. While still studying in
1953, he started working at the Department of For-
est Protection as an research assistant. In 1962, he ob-
tained the title of doctor of forest sciences, and “habi-
litatation” four years later. In 1967, he was appointed
an assistant professor, and seven years later an asso-
ciate professor. He received the title of full professor
in 1980. In the 1969/70, he served as a Deputy Dean,
and for four terms held the position of the Dean of
the Forestry Faculty of SGGW, for a total of 11 years
(1970-1975 and 1984-1990). In 19751981, he held
the office of Vice-Rector of SGGW. In recognition of
his achievements, the SGGW Senate awarded him the
title of the honorary doctor in 1999. This honourable
title was also given to him in 2002, by the University
of Agriculture in Poznan (University of Life Scienc-
es). He retired in 1999.

Scientific interests of Prof. Szujecki were mainly
focused on issues related to the protection of forest
ecosystems, ecological engineering, entomology (tax-
onomy, faunistics, ecology). He developed an exten-
sive research on human-induced disturbances in forest
ecosystems, with particular emphasis on the impact of
human influence on forest litter-soil insect communi-
ties. He created a methodological basis for biological
indicators and zooindicator valorisation of forest eco-
systems. He also developed the concept of forest eco-
logical engineering, hylosozology, and a new model of
forest management focused on sustainable ecosystem,
not the forest stand.

The Professor was the author of over 250 scien-
tific contributions (studies, reports, treatises, publica-
tions) and popular science articles. The best known
are “Ecology of forest insects” (1980, 1984, 1987),
published in two language versions, in Polish by
PWN and in English by W. Junk Publishing House,
and “Do the forests have to perish” (Wiedza Powsze-
chna, 1992). In 1996 (reprinted in 1998, he published
a very valuable, two-volume, comprehensive textbook
“Forest entomology”, which filled the gap that existed
in the book market. He was also a co-author of aca-
demic textbooks and scientific books: “Protection of
the forest” (1975), “Entomology and environmental
protection” (1976), “Biological methods of plant pest

control” (1978). He authored as many as six issues
in the series: “Keys for Polish insect identification”,
comprising 16 subfamilies and about 800 species of
Staphylinidae, published in 1961-2013 by the Polish
Entomological Society.

The progress of research on the identification of
Staphylinidae in the forests of Poland was possible
due to intensive sampling of beetles by the Profes-
sor. Since youthful years, he had identified and col-
lected mainly beetles of the family Staphylinidae.
Professor’s collection is deposited at the Department
of Forest Protection and Ecology (documentation
material of numerous research projects), and a large
part of it derives from his private systematic collec-
tion. His collection was continuously expanding, inter
alia, by Staphylinidae collected during numerous trips
to Bulgaria. He worked on determination of beetles
from the collections until his last days. According to
his will, the private portion of his collection should be
donated to the Museum and Institute of Zoology of the
Polish Academy of Sciences (Warsaw).

The autobiography of Professor Andrzej Szujecki
was published in 1999, and was entitled “At the cross-
roads, or reckoning with childhood”, covering the
period of forced emigration. In 2004, a monumental
album about Polish forests “Common heritage” was
published, where both the photographs and text are
provided by the author personally. The professor was
also the editor-in-chief of the new multi-author ju-
bilee project titled “History of the State Forests and
Polish Forestry” (2007). In 2015, the second part of
Professor’s autobiography was published: “At the
crossroads. From the school pitch, through forests to
professorship and further...”, in which he described all
his rich professional experiences.

During his long academic career, he was a member
of numerous organizations and participated in the pro-
ceedings of many councils and committees. He was
the Chairman of the Scientific Council of the Forest
Research Institute for 17 years (1974-1990) and also
chaired the Scientific Council of the Institute of Ecol-
ogy of the Polish Academy of Sciences for two terms,
and for many years headed the Scientific Council of the
Kampinos National Park. He was a member of six sci-
entific committees of the Polish Academy of Sciences:
Man and Environment, Global Change, Ecology, Zool-
ogy and Environmental Protection and Forest Sciences.
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He was a member of the National Committee of the
International Union of Biological Sciences, an expert
in programs of UNESCO-MAB, RWPG “Ecosystem
and Landscape Protection”, an expert at the Interna-
tional Council Conference (Krakow and Stockholm
1990). He chaired the Forestry Council at the Minis-
try of the Environment in the years 2002-2005. He
was a member of the State Council for Environmental
Protection and the State Water Management Council.

In the years 1984—1986, he was the Deputy Scien-
tific Secretary of the 2nd Faculty — Biological Scienc-
es, later the Sth Faculty — Agricultural Sciences and
Forest Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences.
He was elected as a correspondent member of the Pol-
ish Academy of Sciences in 1987, and a full member
in 2002. He was also an ordinary member of the War-
saw Scientific Society. He was active in the Polish En-
tomological Society, where he was the vice-president
in the years 1967-1975. He was also a member of the
Polish Forest Society, where he was elected chairman
of the Main Board in the years 1981-1993, and he
contributed to the organization of the 100th anniver-
sary of the Society, and to the creation of a museum
and a monument to a forester-partisan in Spala.

The initiative and creativity in building ecological
knowledge and its adaptation to the needs of practical
forestry were among his special achievements in the
field of research, education, organization and politics.
He introduced the subject of “General ecology” and
specialization subjects in Insect Ecology and Forest
Ecological Engineering. He created the concept and
conditions for the creation and establishment of the
Departmental Field Station in Stara Brda Pilska, for
shaping and protection of Forest Ecosystems, where 5
team research programs, 5 doctoral dissertations and
over a dozen Master’s theses were conducted. During
the 20-year life of the Station, many training courses
on ecological forestry for the staff of the State Forests,
as well as many international and national conferences
and consultations were held there. He initiated nation-
al symposia with the participation of foreign guests
under the name “Protection of Forest Ecosystems”, of
which the 8th took place in 2008, and 9th in 2015,
where, together with Kazimierz Szabla, he presented
the lecture “In search of a perspective concept of forest
protection”. In the years 1973-2006, he led seven team
projects carried out at the Institute of Forest and Wood
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Protection (later the Department of Forest Protection
and Ecology). The Professor was the coordinator of
the nationwide research sub-program “Ecological ba-
sics of forest management and shaping the forest’s
ability to perform multilateral functions” within CPBP
04.10 “Protection and shaping the environment” in the
years 1985—-1990. The research results of the sub-pro-
gram created the foundations for the concept of a pro-
ecological model of forest management in Poland. The
sub-program included back then majority of the na-
tional centres conducting various environmental and
forestry research. It has also become an impulse for
the scientific integration of forestry departments, and
at the same time a funding source for laboratory and
equipment, including computers for teaching rooms at
the home Faculty.

He resigned from the PTL presidency when he was
appointed the Undersecretary of State in the Ministry
of Environmental Protection, Natural Resources, and
Forestry in 1993. As the Undersecretary of State, he
supervised the forestry division, and implemented the
“Polish policy of forest resources protection” (1994) —
together with Forest Promotional Centers — promoting
this policy, he initiated the amendment of legal acts in
the fields of forestry and hunting, and contributed to
the initiation and editing of the State Forestry Policy
(1997), strengthening the function of environmental
protection and forest management. At the same time,
he conducted a wide implementation and educational
campaign of the new forest policy, which resulted in ex-
panding the scope of available information on forests,
forestry and foresters, and contributed to changing it
from raw material to multi-purpose model, and to im-
prove forestry activities in these areas. The Centre for
Environment and Forest Education in Rogow, and the
bimonthly “Poznajmy Las” journal, were established
on his initiative. In 1997, he organized the Congress
of Polish Foresters regardless of the numerous accom-
panying obstacles. He created a committee controlling
the National and Regional Operational Programs of
the State Forestry Policy, as an adviser to the Minister
of the Environment in the years 2001-2003.

Professor Andrzej Szujecki was known as a forest-
ry “politician” and scholar in the international arena.
He was the chairman of the IUFRO, ILO, FAO “Forest
fires” conference (Warsaw 1981), and honorary chair-
man of the Conference of European Countries on the
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subject of “Recreation and tourism” (Warsaw 1994).
He strengthened the importance of Polish forestry in
the Ministerial Conferences on Forest Protection in
Europe, including the presentation of Poland’s posi-
tion at the 4th Conference (Vienna 2002), and prepared
the ground for the 5th Conference in Warsaw in 2007.

The professor was an appreciated valued educa-
tor and an excellent lecturer. He spoke clearly and
intelligently, presenting the different areas of his vast
knowledge. He was the supervisor of over 70 master’s
theses, 13 doctoral dissertations, 6 of his pupils ob-
tained “habilitatation”, 3 are university professors, and
3 titular professors. He was a reviewer in many doc-
toral and postdoctoral dissertation studies, participated
in scientific title awarding procedures, and a member
of the Central Qualification Commission for Degrees
and Titles.

He was awarded for outstanding scientific achieve-
ments, including the OOP Knight Cross, OOP Officer
Cross, Commander’s Cross of the Order of Polonia
Restituta (2004), Medal of the National Education
Commission, and numerous badges of social, mili-
tary, local government and economic organizations.
He had the Golden Badge of the Polish Forest Soci-
ety and the Polish Entomological Society. He was also
an Honorary Member of these Societies. He was also
awarded by the Faculty of the Polish Academy of Sci-
ences, with the Oczapowski medal for scientific ac-
tivity, and the Adam Loret Award for the activities in
State Forests, 2006. Professor, was the first the history
of entomology, to be awarded the “Pro Bono Silvae”
medal by the Polish Forest Society, and the Warsaw
University of Life Sciences awarded him the medal of
the Institute of Agronomy in Marymont — the highest
distinction of the university.

Prof. hab. Eugeniusz Bernadzki, a supervisor of
the SGGW honorary doctor title in 1999, mentioned in
his speech in the State Forests, the importance of the
concept of a pro-ecological forestry model, implemen-
tation of pro-ecological principles, multifunctional
forest management, and its introduction to the forestry
policy of the country. This pro-ecological policy, was
adopted by the Government of the Republic of Poland,
and was the great achievement of Professor Andrzej
Szujecki’s contribution, which made historical chang-
es in Polish forestry development. Thus he achieved
a unique scientific success the results of his research,

and innovations were practically implemented on
a large scale into practice leading to a breakthrough in
the national forestry policy.

The publication of the Staphylinidae family study
in 2008 and 2013, as part of the series “Keys to Polish
insect identification”, was an important event. These
were long awaited contributions by the Polish ento-
mologist community, and particularly by specialists in
this family. These, became the crowning achievement
of the Professor’s activity in entomology, bringing
him high recognition by the Main Board of the Polish
Entomological Society.

After retiring, the Professor was a coordinator of
two large research projects at the Department on the
valorisation of the Bialowieza Primeval Forest. His
team received several awards: 1. for the monograph
“Estimated valorisation of the Biatowieza Primeval
Forest using zooindication methods”; 2. team award
of the Minister of Environment in 2002, for the second
part of the research; and 3. the monograph “Zooindi-
cation-based monitoring of anthropogenic transforma-
tions in the Bialowieza Primeval Forest” — the 1st de-
gree Rector’s Team Award of the Warsaw University
of Life Sciences and the prestigious Oczapowski sci-
entific award of the 5th Faculty of Agricultural, For-
estry and Veterinary Sciences in 2007.

The professor participated in Winter Schools or-
ganized by the Forestry Research Institute, where he
delivered lectures on the perspectives of the develop-
ment of hylosozology — science concerning the protec-
tion of forest ecosystems.

As an undisputed scientific and intellectual author-
ity, he was often invited by various organizations for
providing opinions and consultationson research pro-
jects, science programs and strategies. These were not
only in his immediate field of entomology, ecology and
protection of forest ecosystems, but also concerned the
future of Polish forestry, protection of forest resources
and environment, as well as protection of an extremely
complex situation of the Biatowieza Primeval Forest.

Until his last days, the Professor was interested in
further scientific development of the Department, and
research projects and academic advancements of his
students. His initially frequent, and later occasional
visits to the Department, were the opportunities for
meetings and discussions on many topics and prob-
lems that interested us, and for me, as a former Head
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of this Department, they were particularly inspiring and
valuable. In my speech at the jubilee scientific confer-
ence, on the occasion of his 80th birthday in Decem-
ber 2009, I addressed the professor with the following
words — “Venerable Jubilarian: our dear Professor! we
still have a lot of topics to work on, and we are waiting
for funding of some of the submitted research proposals.
Without your participation in our team, it is difficult to
perfectly summarize the discussions or produce synthe-
ses of our activities, because you does it best among us.
Although the deteriorating health does not allow you
to be readily available to the Department and science
as you once used to be, you still systematically carry
out further works, which, due to other responsibilities,
have been postponed until later. You have surprised
us with your excellent intellectual form, brilliant and
accurate rebutals to adversaries. You, remain to us, as
I once emphasized at the end of the 7th Symposium
on Forest Ecosystem Protection in Rogéw in 2008,
a specific “Guru”, whose voice and accurate opinions
are highly valuable, because they flow from the true
treasury of your knowledge and experience. These are
prudent opinions, marked by concern for the well-being
of your beloved forests and forestry. In addition, your
manners, tact and diplomacy in respecting a person with
different views, should be followed as a good example.”

Two months ago, he lived to see his last scientific
manuscript, published by the State Forests entitled
“Staphylinidae of Polish forests. Aspect of diversity
and zooindication monitoring”. A book of high edito-
rial as well as scientific values.

The last months of Professor’s life were extremely
intense and difficult, very frequent renal dialysis lasting
for over 15 years exhausted his body. During this last
and difficult period in life of Andrzej Szujecki, I and
my colleagues visited him at home, and we conducted
numerous telephone conversations, but his health in-
creasingly deteriorated. We listened to his telephone
message for the last time on September 26, 2017, at
a ceremony at the Department, which he could not at-
tend. We, were all very impressed by his wonderful
speech, capturing in a chronological, orderly manner,
and presenting the period of our joint activities at the
Department and at the Forest Faculty.

Professor Andrzej Szujecki was buried on 17 Octo-
ber, 2017, at the cemetery of the St. Catherine church,
in the presence of members of his close family, many
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green uniformed forester friends who came from all
over Poland, friends from the Department, Faculty and
University, and institutions that he was associated with
during different periods of his rich life, and the com-
pany of many colour corps of RDLP, KPN, SGGW
and “Akteon” buglers.

We will miss you, Professor. In honour of his
memory.
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