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Stanisław Prosiński was born on the 16th of No-

vember 1912 in Suwałki as a son of Grzegorz,  
a craftsman and merchant (arrested and deceased in 
1940 in the Mauthausen-Gusen camp), and Zofia 
(maiden name – Jankowska). Initially he went to school 
in Warsaw, and from 1922 he continued his secondary 
school education at Jan Kasprowicz school in Inow-
rocław where, in 1930, he passed his matriculation 
examination majoring in mathematics and natural sci-
ences. In years 1931/32, he did his military service in 
the Cadet Reserve School in Włodzimierz Wołyński.  
In years 1932-1936 he studied chemistry at the Faculty 
of Mathematics and Natural Sciences of Poznań Uni-
versity. He prepared his master’s dissertation under the 
supervision of Professor Jerzy Suszko. In years 1936- 
-1937, Mr S. Prosiński worked in sugar refining industry in Szpanowo, district Równe, 
and on January, the 1st 1938 he was employed as an assistant at the Faculty of Chemis-
try at the State Industrial School in Bydgoszcz where, together with Jan Czajkowski, he 
was carrying out investigations on products of degrading distillation of wood and coal. 

Mr S. Prosiński participated in the September Campaign of 1939 as an officer of the 
15th Regiment of Light Artillery of the “Pomorze” Army taking part in battles near 
Kutno, on the Bzura River, in the Campinos Primeval Forest, and in the final phases of 
the defence of Warsaw where he was taken prisoner of war (POW). 

During the Second World War he stayed at Woldenberg POW Camp (at present – 
Dobiegniew in Lubuskie Voivodeship, Strzelce-Drezdenko district). This was one of 
very few Wehrmacht POW Camps in which conventions regarding POW treatment 
were not commonly violated. In the camp, together with prof. L. Kamiński, he was a co-
organiser of chemistry courses. 
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Following his return from the POW Camp, Mr S. Prosiński stayed in Inowrocław 
from 1945-1946 where he organised a laboratory of chemical industry and taught phys-
ics and chemistry at a local secondary school. As of February, the 1st 1947, he was em-
ployed by Professor S. Glixelli at the position of an adjunct at the Department of Gen-
eral Chemistry, of Agro-Forestry Faculty at Poznań University. In December 1949, Mr 
S. Prosiński defended his doctor’s dissertation entitled: Studies on the usefulness of 
black and white poplar wood as cellulose raw material. The promoter of the dissertation 
was Professor Jerzy Suszko. 

In 1954, S. Prosiński became an associate professor, in 1963 – full professor and in 
1971 – a corresponding member of the Polish Academy of Sciences. He was the author 
or co-author of 83 publications, 53 scientific-research documentations, 5 course books, 
1 academic handbook and 12 patents. 

Professor S. Prosiński was the organiser of the scientific life at the Wood Technolo-
gy Faculty and, therefore, his role in the history of this Faculty was enormous. Begin-
ning from 1951, he was the head of the Department and from 1970 – director of the 
Institute of Chemical Wood Technology. For three years – from 1951 to 1954, he acted 
as a Deputy-Dean of the Faculty of Forestry and for consecutive 8 years, from 1954 to 
1962, the Dean of the newly established Faculty of Wood Technology. He acted  
as a supervisor of 150 master’s theses, and 23 Ph.D. students. Eleven of his disciples 
achieved degrees of habilitated doctors. 

Research areas investigated under supervision of Professor Prosiński in years 1950- 
-1970 comprised the following scientific problems: investigations of the chemical com-
position of different wood species; wood thermal degradation; analysis and utilization 
of wood tars; studies aiming and improving wood resistance by means of its saturation 
with organic and inorganic compounds; wood and cellulose modification; pulping of 
different wood species; improvement of fibreboards; investigations of natural resin, 
colophony and turpentine. Research problems indicated by him were realised by  
a growing number of researchers initially employed at the Department and, later on, 
Institute divided into appropriate divisions: wood chemistry, chemical wood technolo-
gy, cellulose and paper technology, wood protection and conservation, technology of 
forest by-products. The creative foundation of this organizational structure was the rich, 
multi-directional research fields with their roots in the Professor’s own reflections. 

Professor Prosiński was active in various scientific institutions and societies. Among 
others, he was a chairman of the Wood Technology Committee of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences (PAS), member of the Presidium of the PAS Department, member of the 
Editorial Committee of “Folia Forestalia Polonica”, chairman of the Scientific Council 
of the Institute of Wood Technology in Poznań, ordinary member of the Department of 
Agriculture and Forest Sciences of the Poznań Society of Friends of Sciences, chairman 
of the Scientific Council at the Ministry of Forestry and Wood Industry (from 1969- 
-1973). 

Professor S. Prosiński reconstructed and developed investigations in the field of 
wood chemistry which were initiated before the Second World War by Professor Jan 
Wiertelak (1900-1940). In years 1953 and 1954, four course books elaborated by pro-
fessor S. Prosiński and his team to be used for “lectures” and “classes” from “wood 
chemistry” and “chemical wood technology” were published. These course books (the 
total of 918 pages) as well as the then research activity provided the basis for the estab-
lishment in 1955 at the Faculty of Wood Technology of the specialization of chemical 
wood technology, the only such specialization in Poland. A separate enrolment of stu-
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dents on this specialization lasted until 2003, i.e. for 49 years. Another important con-
tribution was S. Prosiński’s chapter entitled: Chemical wood processing (57 pages) 
published in a collective work under the title: Organic Chemical Technology (1957) as 
well as a course book Wood hydrolysis (96 pages) (1962). 

Publications to which professor S. Prosiński contributed and which deserve mention 
include: Studies on chemical composition of wood some domestic trees (1951); Treat-
ment of pine wood with sodium fluoride (1959); Studies on the utilization of the decidu-
ous wood thermolysis condensate as a core adhesive in foundry engineering (1966); 
Studies on thermal degradation of post-extractive, partially hydrolyzed oak shavings 
(1971). 

Professor Prosiński’s greatest achievement was his handbook published in 1969 un-
der the title: Wood chemistry comprising 487 pages and 887 bibliographic items. The 
second edicion of Wood chemistry corrected and improved by Professor’s co-workers 
and pupils: Zefiryn Adamski, Zdzisław Czechowski, Kazimierz Lutomski, Antoni 
Przybylak, Janusz Surmiński and Andrzej Kwaśniewski was published in 1984. 

Professor Stanisław Prosiński participated in many scientific conferences both at 
home and abroad, among others, in Budapest (1958), Prague (1961) and Bratislava 
(1963) and made numerous scientific visits abroad (GDR, USSR, Hungary and Czecho-
slovakia). 

He also took active part in the 2nd Congress of Polish Science in 1973. In the theses 
for this Congress regarding wood science he wrote, among others (quote): However, in 
comparison with the leading countries, there is very small participation of basic re-
search and, therefore, there are still very few original solutions. Research on the chem-
istry of lignin and hemicelluloses is particularly insufficient. In this area, the distance 
between the leading world laboratories and us is even greater. It was only recently that 
directional investigations in this field had begun. It is impossible to develop our own, 
original technological processes without complex based on new methods investigations 
in the chemistry of cellulose, hemicelluloses and lignin. Words quoted here can be treat-
ed as a unique intellectual testament of Professor Prosiński. 

Professor S. Prosiński was awarded many distinctions, among others: Gold Cross of 
Merit, Bachelor’s Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta and Education Commission 
Medal. He died in Poznań on December, the 14th 1975 and was buried on the Sołacz 
Cemetery. He was married to Maria, nee Grząbek. 
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